SMALLPOX AND VACCINATION
pleasant or distressing physical disturb-
ances following vaccination., and usually
wrongly ascribed to the practice. The
various modern philosophical and relig-
ious sects which deny either the exist-
ence of physical disease or its parasitic
origin,, contribute a large share of consci-
entious if not militant objectors.
One of the most frequent remarks of
such objectors is to the effect that, while
vaccination may be all very well for
those who desire it, yet anyone not de-
siring it should not be obliged to be vac-
cinated. They argue that in remaining
unvaccinated they incur no risk to any-
one but themselves. Such a standpoint
is essentially selfish and shows a lament-
able ignorance of the ways of smallpox,
Quite aside from the personal danger to
the unvaccinated individual, each such
susceptible person means one more van-
tage-ground for the continuance and
spread of the contagion. By contracting
the disease, he may serve as a source
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